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over the next few years.

in interfaith conferences in an effort to promote understanding and
respect between cultures and faith traditions and prioritized youth
empowerment programs. The organization supported regional youth
leadership summits around the world including in Kenya, Cambodia,
India and the US, which focused on the Millennium Development
Goals and peacebuilding.
The organization has been active in addressing Climate Change,
one of humanity’s greatest global challenges, and received observer
status from the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in 2009. DDMBA has participated in these global
climate change meetings over the years and has partnered with other
NGOs to bring attention to the critical role of faith leaders, youth

The Earth is as kind as a mother
who puts up with all the
willful behaviors of her children.
And yet we human beings just
take whatever we want, exploiting,
destroying, and polluting nature in
whichever way we can. Now we have
pushed nature beyond her limits.
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DDMBA has designed two youth programs, Global Citizenship
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The Inner Dimensions of Climate Change youth program places

Founder
Master Sheng Yen, a thinker, author and revered teacher was born

achieve a new sense of self-worth, direction and empowerment and

in Nantong, Jiangsu Province, China in 1930. After his ordination he

creating a more conscious and caring way to live on the earth.

engaged in solitary retreat for 6 years and went on to receive a doctorate
in Buddhist studies at Rissho University, Japan in 1975. In 2007 the
Sheng Yen Professorship in Chinese Buddhist Studies was formally

My favourite learning from today
is we don’t live in this world,
we live in the story
we tell ourselves about the world.

inaugurated at Columbia University, the first endowed chair in Chinese
Buddhism in North America. Master Sheng Yen is especially known
for his global vision and advocated for the establishment of global
ethics and the advancement of world peace. He has addressed many
high level meetings including the World Economic Forum in 2002,
the Global Conference on Achieving Global Ethics through Education

Gerald, Youth Delegate

at UN headquarters in 2003 and the Global Conference on the Use
of Religion to Incite Violence at UN headquarters in 2003. He held a
deep commitment to people and the planet.

